Positives of Amy in a Mainstream School
· Amount of appointments have halved. We used to have school therapist appointments and health appointments. We used to get reports from people who did not even know Amy.

· Fewer adults are now involved with Amy which means they get to know her better and Amy feels more secure.

· Amy has a more person centred approach so has feeds, physio and freshen up times to suit her. There are no longer long long waits in corridors just to start the day or waits before, during or after conveyor belt toileting and feeding.

· N o long waits in lying boards whilst children around her are helped to walk or reach their specific physical goals.

· No being wheeled off in silence to a nurse just for a tube feed where feed equipment was mixed up with other children’s so infections would follow..

· No forced standing in standing frames Velcro-ed in awkward positions by inexperienced people or made to cycle in agony on special bikes again by people inexperienced who are doing what is thought best.

· No being surrounded by children getting big “well done’s” for eating all their dinner, stepping to the loo or sitting up straight all the things she would never do. Amy gets more encouragement from her friends for her smile, for her switching when operating her wheelchair and for who she chooses to be with at playtime.

· No more coming home with work done by adults supporting her with no input from herself.  Now we can give her a well done knowing she did play some part in her work.

· No entering a school or classroom without being greeted by other children and sometimes not even by the staff.

· Amy is surrounded by children who communicate for her “I think Amy is crying because she is in pain?  “Why is Amy laughing?”  “I went to Amy’s last night,” “Are you going to Guides Amy?” There is no chance of Amy ever being ignored.

· No going to school where the staff morale was so low that they would forget how vulnerable the children in their care were.

· No bruising on knees nearly every day from poor positioning because staff too busy to get it right.

· No bleeding from button from being put on stomach on plinth.

· Amy has so much wonderful stimulation. From what we see in just playground drop off she has “go go’s” put on her lap, flowers putup to her nose to smell, she gets to hear all the gossip from her peers and teachers, lots of music to start her day, friends to hold her hands, push her hair out of her face, fresh air on the way to school and the list goes on.

· Access to age appropriate curriculum alongside children in her local community whether she pays 100% attention or not, it is still far more stimulating and varied than her last school.

· Amy has been allowed to grow up and adjust to every change when she moves up a class instead of staying in the same class doing the same work and routine every day and every year.

· No waits for taxi with darkened windows with different drivers and escorts every day.

· No going down to the village without bumping into people she knows. Everybody seems to know her now.

