NEVER SILENCED AGAIN

Press release – Embargoed 10 am June 29th 2011
Handout for passers by, new allies, other disabled people
Disabled people and our allies have come out on the street to demonstrate against the governments plans to ‘Reverse the Bias Towards Inclusion’ for disabled children in school. Today is the last day of the consultation period of their Green Paper ‘Supporting the Aspirations of Disabled Young People
“40 years of campaigning by families, disabled people and a number of thoughtful experienced professionals and academics to gain inclusion in mainstream society is threatened by this Green Paper”

Colin Newton, Co-Founder, Inclusive Solutions
There is no bias towards inclusion for disabled children.  The bias is already towards segregation and the Government are planning to make it worse.

The recent BBC Panorama Programme about the abuse of people with learning difficulties in Winterbourne View, a locked hospital in Bristol, showed the public what we disabled people have known for years. Once out of sight we are vulnerable and without control. When we have tried to tell our stories we have not been believed. This is one of the reasons disabled people do not want to live in, work in or be taught in institutions of any kind.  We have fought hard for the right to live a visible and supported life within the community and in control of hiring and firing our own support staff. 

There are many other reasons we want you to support our right to inclusion.  All the research around the world has shown that we do better in mainstream schools and classes than in special schools. Being brought up separately only prepares us for an institutionalised life, even if that means forever living at home with our parents with only a television for company. 
“No review could be found comparing segregation and inclusion that cameout in favour of segregation in over forty years of research”
Dr. JD Jackson PHd, Edith Cowan University

Bullying is a problem for disabled people of all ages, but as the programme showed, it can be at it worse within the institutions we are sent to for our ‘protection’.  Bullying is best tackled by helping disabled and non disabled children to make connections, become friends and learn about each other.  Adults need to address their own negative attitudes to be able to help this happen.

”Inclusive education is a human rights issue and one that we as a society can achieve over time. UKDPC strongly support the fight for inclusive education, to achieve a society where disabled people and particularly young disabled students, are participating in an inclusive educational environment. The Government has a responsibility in protecting and upholding inclusive education like all other human rights.” 
Position Statement, UK Disabled People’s Council 

After many years of our campaigning, the last Labour Government supported us to some extent by making it harder for mainstream schools to discriminate against us by bringing the education system under the remit of the Disability Discrimination Act, and by removing legal barriers to inclusion (section 316 of the 1996 Education Act). This has enabled a whole generation of young disabled people to develop skills and aspirations in mainstream schools and colleges which were ‘inthinkable’ for many older disabled people.
The current Government is threatening to reverse all this progress and to add some new barriers of their own. They want to alter the way we are assessed for support, reduce our right to resources, create more special school places, encourage schools to opt out of local authority control (and specialised services) and reduce the numbers of parents who qualify for legal aid who might want to challenge their decisions.

One of the most misleading of their promises is to replace ‘Statements of Special Educational Needs’ with a new entitlement to a ‘Personal Budget’ under the control of parents.  Disabled adults however know first hand that this is a lie. Because of the underlying programme of reducing the benefits bill, Local Authorities are being forced to limit the number of disabled people eligible for support to those who are in a ‘critical’ position, and cutting to the bone the amount of support we can get. (SEN Statements are not cash-limited but needs-led). Disability Living Allowance, the most liberating of all our benefits, is also under attack.
Disabled people are determined not to let this happen, but we need your help.  We see this struggle as the core of a wider struggle to protect the poorest and most vulnerable members of society from being forced to pay with our quality of life for the debts of the rich and powerful.  Remembering we are still one of the richest countries in the world we need to be totally united in our demands for a more equal and just society.

Supported by UKDPC, Allfie, DPAC, Parents For Inclusion, People First etc…

www.reversethebiascampaign.com 
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