Boyz 2 Men  A Creative Journey for Boys in Year 5 & 6 at Elms Primary School


Boyz 2 Men has been a year-long creative journey for the children and adults taking part. The project builds young people’s self-confidence. It explores feelings and attitudes towards both ourselves and to others. It develops positive responses towards challenging situations, and considers creative strategies for engaging pupils with school life, and with learning in the classroom. 

Boyz 2 Men acts primarily as a ‘rite of passage’ for the boys as they develop self-confidence, self-awareness, communication and citizenship skills. The boys themselves have described the project as being, for example, about “growing up to be men”, “learning how to be with friends”, and “learning to be ‘better’[sic]”.

Boyz 2 Men is also designed to support boys who are at risk of isolating themselves (or being isolated from) the school community because of their challenging behaviour, or emotional difficulties. It offers pathways for teachers and other educationalists to explore elsewhere once the findings of the work have been published.

The project, however, is “inclusive”, because all boys in Years 5 and 6 will take part at some point during the year. Some boys are selected as peer mentors for the group.

The group engage in a wide range of creative activities, including dance, drumming, puppetry, visual art, drama, story-making, mask work and new media. The work is based on the principles of ‘multiple intelligence’ and is accessible to all participants.

The boys also explore a set of ‘rituals’ that enable them to feel safe and confident in the work, to adhere to rules and boundaries, and make an active commitment to the creative work. Each session is carefully choreographed and ‘forensically’ planned by the artists in order to create a ‘performance journey’ through the space. By relieving the boys of the pressure to ‘achieve’, by removing notions of ‘right’ and ‘wrong’ and by giving the children an opportunity to relate to adults on a one to one basis, the project enables pupils to consider their feelings, actions and relations to others in a way not normally possible within the school day. 

Boyz 2 Men is an Action Research project that explaores a model of good practice, drawing on previous Inclusive projects. It is a unique opportunity that brings together a committed team of practitioners who have learned from each other and shared skills and experience. 

The team is lead by inspirational musician and performance artist Dave ‘Stickman’ Higgins, and award-winning young people’s playwright and director Peter Rumney, both of whom have long standing relationships with Elms Primary School.

The team includes experienced artists, mentors, educationalists, behaviour support workers, students and artists-in-training. Every class teacher and all Teaching Assistants in the school have joined the team during the year. Staff involvement has been led by Learning Mentor Karen Johnson, Acting Deputy / SENCO Emma McManus, and class teacher Holly Wilson. The boys themselves have learned to take ownership of the work, and to welcome visitors and new members into the group.

The sessions have included both large and small group work, and one to one interactions. Adult and peer role modelling is an important element of the project, as is the establishment of safe and secure relationships between individuals. 

The work is monitored by Nottingham University as part of a wider Creative Partnerships Nottingham Action Research Programme studying the arts and ebd, and sessions are open to practitioners from outside agencies who are interested in, and can contribute to, this area of work. 

Other partners in Boyz 2 Men include the LEA Creativity in the Curriculum team, Nottingham Trent University Theatre Design, & LEA Behaviour Support. The project is managed by Made to Measure Workshops.

For more information please contact the Project Manager, Peter Rumney on rumscriv@ntlworld.com , or Kate Edmonds, Creative Programme Co-ordinator, Creative Partnerships Nottingham on Kate.Edmonds@creative-partnerships.com 
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